Brookline Preservation Commission
Local Historic District Report

Address: 151 Middlesex Road

District: Chestnut Hill NorthLHD

Applicant Heiner Baumann

Date Built: 1929

Architect: John C. Gunther & Bemis Industries
Builder: The Housing Company

Statement oSignificance:

The unusual and rare early example of International style design of 151 Middlesex Road was designed and constructe
1929 by a contracting firm called the Housing Company. While the building permit identifies the company as being
responsible for desigmd construction, a 1932 feature in American Builder credits Gunther & Bemis Industries for the
design. The first owner, William Ellery, took a permit in 1931 to enlarge the dining room, which was constructed by the
Housing Company. In 1936, Ellery addedamservatory, which was to be in the same material as the original house.

The two and a half story house is constructed of steel and concrete, and has an attached garage which is original to th
house. The casement windows are organized in an irrqgattarn, and original driveway walls were scored to resemble
ashlar masonry. Originally the garage was scored in the same way, but has since been altered to be smooth to match t
walls of the house. Fenestration changes have altered the appearanegpéthalf story.

Proposed Alterations:

The applicant is proposing replace theustedoriginal four decorativethin iron railings located above the second floor

of the left side of the house. Due t o eoxmegttcurreng buildiagd w
code, and the applicant is asking approval to add horizontal and vertical bars in the openings to meet code. The mate
finish and outside dimensions would be replaced in kind.

Applicable Guidelines:

1 Traditional building mateals should be used for existing buildings.
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9 Original and decorative detailing should not be removed
9 Deteriorated ornamental, decorative and characteristic architectural features should be repaired, rather than

replaced
1 (For roofs) All decorative metalush as iron cresting, finials and weathervanes should be retained.

Preliminary Findings:

The applicant hasade an effort to retain the charar of theoriginal design of thehin railings, and intends to match the
material and outside dimensions. The Commission should consider if any edits fwoposed design woulde
preferable or, if the Commission feels it is importatitere is a way to retain the original design and still meet code; such
as the additiof a glass wall.

Aerial view of 151 Middlesex Roadooking east
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Aerial view 0f151 Middlesex Roadooking south

Aerial view 0f151 Middlesex Roadookingwest
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Aerial view of 151 Middlesex Roadpoking north.

Photograph of existing condins at 151 Middlesex Road. Please note the applicant has temporarily removed the iron
railingsand the openings have been boarded for safetyoges.
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